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World Rare Disease Day observed

COIMBATORE, FEB. 28
 To mark the World Rare 

Disease Day the Molecular 
Diagnostics Counseling 
Care and Research Centre 
(MDCRC), conducted 
an awareness campaign 
about Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy(DMD).

Mr. K. Periaiah, 
Commissioner of Police, 
Coimbatore city, who was the 
guest of honour, flagged off 
the event from Uppilipalayam 
signal.

Students from Hindustan 
College of Arts & Science 
Coimbatore and Jeyandra 
Saraswathi College of arts 

and science Coimbatore 
carried placards at traffic 
signals showing the symptoms 
placards to the public to create 
awareness among them.

The campaign started 
from 7.30 am and ended by 
9.00 am and 160 volunteers 
had participated (20 per signal 
both sides).

World rare disease day is 
observed on Feb 28th of every 
year. On this day we educated 
the public that Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy is a lethal 
genetic disorder, although 
categorised as rare but it is 
nothing but a neglected /
orphan disease which affects 

only the male children in an 
outsized number in Tamil 
Nadu as compared to the 
world statistics. 

In order to voice out 
their rights and fight for their 
benefits, MDCRC had taken 
this initiative to publicise our 
services offered and empower 
them to conquer Duchenne 
said Dr B .R. Lakshmi, 
founder and head MDCRC

DMD is a devastating, life 
threatening genetic disorder 
predominantly affecting boys, 
who progressively lose their 
physical functions and finally 
succumb to the disease.

Kanchi Sankarachariyar passes away:
Prime Minister Modi expresses condolences

CHENNAI, FEB. 28
 The 69th head of the 

Kanchi Mutt Sri Jayendra 
Saraswathi Swamigal, whose 
tenure witnessed many 
tumultuous moments, died on 
Wednesday. He was 83. The 
President of India, the Prime 
Minister and Chief Minister 
Edappadi Palanisamy 
have conveyed their deep 
condolences on hearing the 
demise of the swamigal. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday said he 
was "deeply anguished" by 
the passing away of the Seer. 
In a series of Twitter posts, 
Mr. Modi said: "Deeply 
anguished by the passing 
away of Acharya of Sri Kanchi 
Kamakoti Peetam Jagadguru 
Pujyashri Jayendra Saraswathi 
Shankaracharya. He will live 
on in the hearts and minds of 
lakhs of devotees due to his 
exemplary service and noblest 
thoughts. Om Shanti to the 
departed soul."

"Jagadguru Pujyashri 
Jayendra Saraswathi 

Shankaracharya was at the 
forefront of innumerable 
community service initiatives. 
He nurtured institutions which 
transformed the lives of the 
poor and downtrodden," he 
added. President Ram Nath 
Kovind said the Kanchi pontiff 
was a rare eminence of spiritual 
leader and social reformer. 
"Sad to hear of the passing 
of Jayendra Saraswatiji, the 
Shankaracharya of Kanchi 
Kamakoti Peetam. Our country 
has lost a spiritual leader 
and social reformer of rare 
eminence. My condolences 
to his countless disciples and 

followers," he said.
Vice President M. 

Venkaiah Naidu recalled 
the contribution of Kanchi 
Sankaracharya Jayendra 
Saraswathi in promoting 
spirituality. “Pay my respects 
to Kanchi peethadhipathi 
Shri Jayendra Saraswati 
who attained moksha. His 
contribution for the welfare 
of mankind and in promoting 
spirituality will always be 
an inspiration for others,” 
he tweeted. Sri Jayendra 
Saraswathi Swamigal was 
born as Subramaniayam in 
Irulneeki, a small hamlet near 
Mannargudi, in Tamil Nadu 
on 18 July 1935. He was 
initiated into sanyasam by his 
predecessor at the Mutt — the 
late Sri Chandrasekarendra 
Saraswathi Swamigal in 1954.  
Then he was named as the 69th 
pontiff of the mutt and became 
the peetadhipathi of the mutt 
in 1994.   His body will be 
kept in the mutt premises for 
three day for the public to pay 
their homages.

Plus Two public examination begins tomorrow:
To check copying 4000 flying squads set up

CHENNAI, FEB. 28
  All is set for the 

commencement of 
the Plus Two public 
examinations on 
Thursday. A total 
of 9,07620 students 
including 481361 girls 
will be appearing for the 
examination in  Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry.

In Tamil Nadu, 
866934 students from 
6903 higher secondary 
schools will  be 
appearing for the public 
examination. The 
number of private candidates 
appearing for the examination 
is 40686.

The 4000-strong flying 
squads will be conducting 
surprise checks at the 2794 
examination centres across 
the state to check copying and 
other malpractices. Students 
have been barred from 
bringing mobile phones to the 
examination centres.

The examination 
commences exactly at 10.15 

am on Thursday and question 
papers will be given to the 
students at 10 am giving 
them 15 minutes time to 
understand the questions. The 
examination will end by 1.15 
pm.  The public examinations 
will conclude on April 6.

Plus 2 / 12th Public Exam 
Time Table 2018

01.03.2018, Thursday - 
Tamil Paper I

02.03.2018, Friday - Tamil 
Paper II

05.03.2018, Monday - 
English Paper I

06.03.2018, Tuesday - 
English Paper II

09.03.2018, Friday - 
Commerce, Home Science, 
Geography

12.03.2018, Monday 
- Mathematics, Zoology, 
Micro Biology, Nutrition and 
Dietetics

15.03.2018, Thursday - All 
Vocational Theory, Political 
Science, Nursing (General), 

Statistics
19.03.2018, Monday 

- Physics, Economics
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Monday - Chemistry, 
Accountancy

02.04.2018, Monday 
- Biology, History, 
Botany, Business Maths

06.04.2018, Friday 
- Communicative 
English, Indian Culture, 
Computer Science, Bio 
chemistry, Advanced 
Language (Tamil)

Va s u n d a r a d e v i , 
Director of Public 
Examinations said that 
students will not be allowed 
to come to the examination 
centres wearing shoes, socks 
and belts. They will not be 
permitted to carry mobile 
phones and other electronic 
gadgets. If they were found 
copying in the examination, 
severe action will be taken 
against the erring students 
and they will be barred from 
appearing for the next six 
public examinations.

To Sridevi, a final farewell from 
Aishwarya, Niece Sonam and others

MUMBAI: FEB 28 
 Sridevi's colleagues and 

members of the film fraternity 
said a final farewell to the 
actress at the Celebration 
Sports Club in Lokhandwala, 
Mumbai on Wednesday. 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, 
Jaya Bachchan, Jaya Prada, 
Sushmita Sen, Madhuri Dixit, 
Sridevi's niece Sonam Kapoor, 
Tabu, Kajol and others were 
pictured at the condolence 
meet, which began at 9.30 am. 
Sridevi's fans and the media 
were also invited. Sridevi's 
funeral will be held in the 
afternoon. The actress, 54, 
died last Saturday in a Dubai 
hotel and was flown back 
to Mumbai last night after 
medical and legal formalities 
were completed. Her death has 
been ruled an accident after a 
post-mortem revealed she 
drowned in her hotel bathtub.

At about 2 
pm, Sridevi will 
begin her final 
journey and be 
cremated in Vile 
Parle West at 
3.30 pm.

Sridevi was 
a c c o m p a n i e d 
from Dubai to 
Mumbai by her 
husband Boney 
Kapoor, who was 
in the hotel room 
with her when she 
died, her stepson 

Arjun Kapoor, brother-in-
law Sanjay Kapoor and other 
family members. 
The Kapoors had 
been attending 
their nephew Mohit 
Marwah's wedding in 
Dubai last week.

Sridevi's sudden 
death left the film 
industry reeling in 
shock. Her former 
co-stars Rajinikanth, 
Kamal Haasan, 
Venkatesh, Jaya 
Prada, Shah Rukh 
Khan, Salman Khan, 
Akshay Kumar and 
Anupam Kher visited 
the actress' brother-
in-law Anil Kapoor's 
home over the last few days 
to pay their respects. Other 
visitors included Rekha, 

Madhuri Dixit, Deepika 
Padukone, Ranveer Singh, 
Shabana Azmi, Rani Mukerji, 
Tabu and Karisma Kapoor.

The delay in bringing 
Sridevi back means that 
some colleagues will miss 
the funeral because of work 
commitments. Rajinikanth, 
who arrived in Mumbai on 
Monday, flew back to Chennai 
yesterday - the teaser for his 
new film is expected to release 
tomorrow. Deepika Padukone 
was also spotted at the airport 
with her Kochadaiiyaan co-
star. She returned to Mumbai 
on Wednesday morning.

Sridevi, considered India's 
first female superstar, made 
300 films in several languages 

over 50 years. She was just 
4 when she started out and 
played her first leading role 
at the age of 13 in 1976 film 
Moondru Mudichu, opposite 
Rajinikanth and Kamal 
Haasan. Her illustrious career 
includes memorable Hindi 
films such as Sadma, Mr India, 
Chaal Baaz and Chandni.

Sridevi received the 
Padma Shri in 2013, a year 
after she returned to the 
screen in English Vinglish. 
She had begun acting again 
after a break of many years 
to raise her daughters Janhvi 
and Khushi. Sridevi was last 

seen in MOM and filmed a 
special appearance for Shah 
Rukh Khan's Zero, releasing 
in December, before she died.

INX MEDIA MONEY LAUNDERING CASE:
CBI ARRESTS KARTI CHIDAMBARAM IN CITY

CHENNAI, FEB. 28
 Karti Chidambaram, son 

of former Union Minister P. 
Chidambaram, was arrested 
by a special team of the CBI’s 
Economic Offences Wing 
soon after his arrival at the 
Chennai Airport from London 
early on Wednesday.

A CBI official, who 
confirmed the arrest of Karti 
Chidambaram, said the 
central agency’s team from 
Delhi interrogated Mr. Karti 
in connection with the INX 
Media case and took him 
into custody. He was taken 
to an undisclosed location for 
further questioning. 

The CBI said Karti 
Chidambaram also received 
money from INX media to 
scuttle a tax probe. The firm 
was owned at the time by Peter 
and Indrani Mukerjea, who are 
currently in jail on charges of 

murdering Ms Mukerjea's 
daughter Sheena Bora.

The case pertained to 
alleged irregularities in 
foreign direct investments to 
the tune of ₹305 crore in INX 
Media and INX News.

The CBI had accused 
Mr. Karti of having received 
commissions through 
companies such as Chess 
Management and ASC 
to scuttle a probe by the 
Department of Revenue into 
the allegations of financial 
irregularities.

It is expected that the 
agency would take him to 
Delhi after obtaining a transit 
warrant in a city court.

In May 2017, the CBI had 
registered a case against Mr. 
Karti, M/s INX Media (P) 
Ltd., represented by its then 
directors Indrani Mukerjea 
and Pritam Mukerjea alias 

Peter Mukerjea, Chess 
Management Services 
(represented through its 
director Mr. Karti), Advantage 
Strategic Consultancy (P) 
Ltd., represented through its 

director Padma Vishwanathan 
and others, besides unknown 
officials in the Ministry 
of Finance on charges of 
criminal conspiracy, cheating 
and corruption. 

The Enforcement 
Directorate had recently 
arrested S. Bhaskararaman, 
Mr. Karti's Chartered 
Accountant, for allegedly not 
cooperating in the probe.

Jitan Ram Manjhi quits NDA, set to join 
Congress-RJD in Mahagathbandhan

PATNA, FEB 28
Former Bihar chief 

minister Jitan Ram Manjhi's 
Hindustani Awam Morcha 
(HAM) on Wednesday 
severed its ties with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led 
National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) and decided to join the 
Congress-Rashtyriya Janata 
Dal Mahagathbandhan in 
the state. Manjhi will make 
the formal announcement of 
his decision to ally with the 
Congress-RJD group at 10 am 
on Thursday in Patna.

 Manjhi met RJD leader 
and former Bihar deputy chief 
minister Tejashwi Yadav in 
Patna on Wednesday and told 
him that the HAM will ally 
with the Mahagathbandhan 
in Bihar. RJD founder Lalu 
Prasad's close aide Bhola 
Yadav and his elder son 
Tej Pratap Yadav, too, were 
present in the meeting.

 A few weeks back senior 
RJD leader Raghuvansh 

Prasad Singh had claimed 
that even Manhji is willing 

to dump the 
NDA and 
ally with 
the RJD. 
Manjhi had 
d e m a n d e d 
that his 
party should 
get at least 
one Rajya 
Sabha seat 
from Bihar 

which was not accepted by 
the BJP following which he 
decided to leave the NDA. Six 
Rajya Sabha seats are vacant 
in Bihar and Manjhi had 
threatened that if his party is 
not considered for the election 
then he would not support the 
NDA in the Araria Lok Sabha, 
and Jahanabad and Bhabhua 
Assembly bypolls scheduled 
on March 11.

Manjhi had broken away 
from the Janata Dal United in 
March 2015 and formed HAM 
after he was expelled from the 
party by Nitish Kumar and 
forced to resign from the post 
of chief minister. He had then 
announced that his aim was to 
"expose Nitish Kumar and the 
JD(U)".

But once Nitish Kumar 
came back to the NDA fold 
in April 2017, Manjhi's 
continuance in the same group 
had become untenable.

Muzaffarpur 
hit-and-run: BJP 
leader Manoj 
Baitha surrenders

MUZAFFARPUR, FEB 28
Bihar BJP leader Manoj 

Baitha, who is accused in the 
Muzaffarpur hit-and-run case, 
has surrendered.

He has been shifted to 
Patna Medical College and 
Hospital from Muzaffarpur's 
Sri Krishna Medical College 
and Hospital for treatment of 
the injuries he suffered during 
the accident, news agency 
ANI reported.

Nine children were killed 
and many others injured after 
his car mowed into a crowd 
on Saturday afternoon. The 
children were reportedly aged 
between 8 and 10 years.

Baitha, a BJP leader from 
Sitamarhi district, has since 
been suspended by the BJP for 
six years.

Baitha's car had lost 
control and ploughed through 
the group of children outside 
the Dharmpur Government 
School building in Bihar's 
Muzaffarpur district. The 
children were returning from 
the school when the accident 
happened.

He had gone into hiding 
after the accident, sparking 
protests from the opposition 
RJD on Tuesday. The RJD 
alleged that Baitha was drunk 
and driving the car when the 
accident happened. It had also 
attacked Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar, who is in power 
in alliance with the BJP, over 
Baitha's alleged drunkenness, 
since it was the Nitish Kumar 
government that had imposed 
prohibition in the state.

RJD leader Tejashwi 
Yadav had accused the Nitish 
government of shielding 
Baitha since he was a member 
of the BJP.

BJP leader and Bihar 
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil 
Kumar Modi had however 
rubbished this allegation, 
saying political affiliation 
would have nothing to do 
with how Baitha is treated for 
his alleged crime. He said he 
had directed the police to take 
the sternest possible action 
against Baitha.

The BJP and CM Nitish 
Kumar also anounced that they 
would not celebrate Holi to 
mourn for the children killed 
in the accident. The accident 
sparked rage in the area.

 Local residents had 
vandalised the school, beat 
up teachers and set fire to the 
chairs and benches.  Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
had expressed sorrow and grief 
over the incident. The state 
government has announced a 
compensation of Rs 4 lakh to 
the next of kin of each victim.


