Staff Reporter

COIMBATORE: Central and State

goyernments were spending
heavily on science and re-
search but the benefits hardly
reached the common man,
according to Vishwa Mohan
Katoch, Secretary, Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-
fare, Government of India.
For a nation of 100-crore-
plus people, public benefit
<hould be the priority, he said
on Monday at the |
tion of Molecular Diagnos
tics, Counselling, Care and
Research Centre (MDCRC),
Avinashilingam Deemed Uni-
versity for Women. ]
“There is no paucity of tai-
entor money. What is lacking
is coordination; seientists
and research institutions
should net be islands. In-
stead, they should work to-
gether. And there ought to be
along-term goal with nation-
al interest in mind.”
Commending the work the
centre had accomplished thus
far, he said the registry itwas

building should serve the na-
tion in the long run. And it

would be better if it included
not only nuscular dystrophy
details but alsg  other
disorders. :

Mz, Katoch, who is also the
Director ereral,
Council of Med
said the centre should also

wark on the afea of therapy
and suggested thatitalsolook
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“Keep an 0pen mind,” he
added.
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was apt because the latter’s
gutreach programme would
aid all that the former was
planning to do. He also asked
the centre to come up with a
website in vernacular lan-
guage for the benefit of the

public.
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the community.

The project enyisioned was -

notjust on diagnostics butfot

a holistic and integrated ap- i

proach to serve the popula-
tion with national and
internationdl relevance.

MDCRC would also “sensi-
tise our students on the com-
mumity nesd and rveach the
people and help instil Jife-

deen.” B.R. Lakshmi,
DCRE. spoke on the
vision and mission of the
centre.
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